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An account of a Salc Spring, and another Medici-
nal Spring, on the banks of the River Weare, or
Warc in the Bifhoprick of Durham in g Letter to
the Publither, from the ingenious Mr. Hugh Todd
Fellow of Univerfity College in Oxon, and Chap-
lain to the right Reverend Father in God - Lord

Bifbop of Carlile.
S IR,

I Am fo much oblig'd ta you for your many Favours

when I was with you; thatnow, whenIam atfo great
adiftance from Oxon, I cannot pafs by any oportunity of
{erving you, in vifiting the Curégfities of Art or Nature
(with which the Northern parts Durham, and Cumberland
efpecially, doabound) and in giving you an account of
what, I judge, may be worth your knowledge.

When I was at Durham 1 was informed of an- extraor-

dinary Sale-Spring, and another Mineral-Spring, about .

a mile, or a mile and balf out of Town. Upon the firft
Ieafure time that 1T had, I wentto fee them; as I found,
fome of the Lawyers that camethe (Circuit, and many o-
ther Gentlemen had done.

The Salt-Spring, lyes, as I faid, about a mile and half
outof Town, on the North-Eaft fide, at a place called
Salt-water hangh near Butterby. It rifesin the middle of
the River Weare or Ware; and is good to be feen, and
tafted, only in the Swmmer time, when the water is dif-
charg'd all, on one fide of the Channel: for inWinter,
when the River is high it loofes its Sales, in the frefh
ftreams, fo that they arc not perccivable. The water
does not rife at one or two or three places, but feergs to
bubble up equally in all parts in the Channel, for the

{paceof o yardsin length, and about 10 in breadth: for,
whereever,
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wherever, in that Spot, you remove the ftonesand fand,
you fhall perceive the water, prefently arife and fpring
up. That, which I admired moft, is, thatthela’teft of
all the Springs, iffues out of the middleot'a Rock, 1{up-
pofed that the brinynefs of its waters might be caufed by
the heat of the Sun, continually beating upon them, as
they lay upon the fiock s the furface of which was mani-
feftly faltith; and which, in a et day (as I was told)
would be all covered over with a perfect Sz/t.  But Iwas
undeceivid in this conjeture, by having all the water
lav'd out of the place, where it {feem’d to ftagnate: for
immediatly,out of the body of the Rock there bubbled up
water, as falt as the former.  As to the degree of it:fa/t-
nefs, it was as high, as any brine can be, and tho but lit-
tlein quantity in comparifon of the frefb Kiver, yet of
that force as to give a brackifhnefs to the flreams, a 100
yards below. ‘Thofe that have boyled this Brize, (Ihad
not time to try the experiment my felf,) fay that itaf-
fords a great quantity of Bay Salt,not fo palatable, yet
as ufeful as ordinary Saltis. It tinges all the ftones with
a Red colour. The original of this Spring, cannot be
fetchd any farther oft, then the Rock, out of which it if-
fues ; forthe Sea, which is the great Treafare of Salt-wa-
ter isattoo great a diftance, to difpence any ftreams to
this Place : being 8 miles off, where neareft.

On the other fide ot the Rever, there is lately difco-
verd a Medicinal Spring, which is, this year much fre-
quented, and may be ot great benefit to the Country. It
was found out, by workmen that dug in that place for Coal.
When they werc 12 fathom and a half deep, they difco-
verd this Treafure of Natural Phyfick ; which may be as
good to the people, as what they {ought for ; tho Ceal, be
a Commodity very neceflary and beneficial to thefe
Parts. The workmen thus failing of their Expedfation,
try'd the Rock about a 100 yards off: where thCYh loft
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them{clves, much about the fame depth 5 and inftead of
Coal, difcover'da Spring of excellent clear Water, which
iffuss out at the Hole, which their Inftruments made.
I tc!l you this, that you may confirm your ebfervati-
ons, of the many different apartments there are in ghc
Farths and with what diffcrent Treafure they are fur-
mifh'd.

Icanfay no morc; 1 willonly promife what Iwill fay
another times and fend the firft oportunity. 1 will
give youan account of a Reunick Inferrption, (mention'd
but not underftood by Mr. Camden,) ®on the Lont in Brade-
kerk in Cuinberland. ” 1 fhall tell you fomething too, of
two very Awcicnt Monuments fomething of the form of,
Stonehenge, but they feem far more ancient.  And “l:a”.
asTamable, give you Lxcripts of many Roman Inferip-
tions, which abound in this Country.

In point of obligation and gratitude; Iwill fend you
fome Roman Urns, which I had at Durbam. A piece of
the Salt Rock, where the Spring iffu'd out,which isofa
fparkling fubftance. And if you will be at the Coft of
Carrzage, 1 will indeavour to fend the Stomes thathave
the Inferiptions on them.  Where 1 can have them, 1
fhall not omit any Oportunity to ferveyou, and the So-
ezety.  Pray let me have what Queries you think fit to
be fatisty'd in; and fome Rules todirect my Difquifitions,
by the firft Opportunity : that when 1vifit all the Parts of
this Country, which will be fhortly, I may be the abler to
ferve you.

I have made enquiry, as to the Longevity of thofe
that live in Mountanous Parts: and find, by Relati-
on, that they out-live any that I have heard oft in the
South: but, that 1 am fo unhappy, as not to be able
to make any perfect account, about that Aflair. The
nexc Sprevg Vefitation will give me oportunity to con-
fult the Rygiftres and Church-Books; and fo make me
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abler to give an exa&, credible Relation, which T fhall be
fure to doe.

As I Travelld over Stanemoorein Yorkshire, Tobfervid
the River Greatah, (a River about half as big as (har-
well at Oxford) ran under ground tor about a Mile, fo that
we paffed over it, dry-foot.  The patfageunder ground
15 but narrow; {o that in winter when che ftreamsarc
high, it keeps the Channel above ground.

S TR I an
Louy mofl 0blig’d Friend
and Humble Servant

HUGH TODD.
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